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ABSTRACT. The human face is a key indicator of general health, a complex and well coordinated network of 
multilayers that are essential for function, identity and communication. This review paper examines the anatomy of the 
face from the perspective of integrated health and shows how a complete understanding of its structures is necessary 

for diagnosis of diseases, prevention of injuries and safety of clinical procedures. It explores facial muscles as tools for 

functional health, the superficial layers and the superficial musculo-apocrine system (SMAS) as the first line of defence, 

and the two-way nervous system - motor (facial nerves, CN VII) and sensory (trigeminal nerves, CN V) as the pathway 
to neurological health. Important health consequences such as skin infections, trigeminal neuralgia and facial paralysis 

are being studied. Important health and safety factors related to medical and cosmetic procedures, such as the 

importance of the risk triangle and vascular risks related to injection of fillers, are also highlighted. To provide accurate  

diagnosis, effective treatment and preventive care, health professionals need to understand these relationships. © 2025 
Published by Public Knowledge Project (PKP). 
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Introduction 

Facial anatomy is a fundamental subject closely related to human health. The face reflects the general health of the person, 

in addition to its role in basic bodily functions such as breathing and feeding (Standring, 2020). Changes in skin tone, 

muscle symmetry, or pain may be indicative of a local infection, neurological disease, or systemic disease. A thorough 

understanding of this field is crucial to early diagnosis, successful treatment and, above all, avoidance of adverse effects  

(Agur & Dalley, 2017). This article examines the anatomical features of the face from a medical perspective and highlights 

their direct relevance for patient safety, diagnosis and treatment. 

The skin on the face is the body's first line of defence against infection and environmental damage, as it is the outermost 

layer of the body. Although it facilitates emotional expression, its thinness and high elasticity also make it more 

susceptible to environmental insults. Skin is more susceptible to common health problems such as acne due to the 

abundance of sebaceous glands, particularly in the T-zone. 

The superficial musculo-aponeurotic system (SMAS), located under the skin, is essential to maintain the youthful 

appearance and facial structure (Mitz & Peyronie, 1976). Understanding this layer is crucial for procedures involving 

rejuvenation and renewal (e.g. G. rhytidectomy), but also helps to understand tissue ptosis and the mechanisms of ageing, 

both of which are important components of the health and well-being of older people. Functional health depends on all 

the muscles of facial expression, which are all controlled by the facial nerve (CN VII). Nutrition: The Buccinator muscle 

helps with mastication by pressing the face into the teeth and plays a role in good nutrition (Netter, 2018). 
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Eye health: By closing the eyes, Orbicularis occuli protects the eye from foreign objects and bright light. Its ability to 

blink is essential for shedding tears and keeping the moisture in the cornea, helping to prevent injury and dryness 

(Hollinshead, 1982). Psychosocial health: The ability to express emotions through these muscles is a key component of 

mental health and non-verbal communication. 

Results  

The key part of neurological examination is to assess the symmetry and strength of these muscles. To assess the integrity 

of the facial nerve and muscle function and to help diagnose various diseases, patients are asked to perform certain 

movements, such as raising their eyebrows, smiling and closing their eyes tightly.  

Table 1: Summary of the Main Facial Muscles 

Muscle Origin Insertion Innervation (Branch of 

Facial Nerve) 

Main Action 

Frontalis Epicranial aponeurosis Skin of eyebrows and 

forehead 

Temporal Raises eyebrows, wrinkles 

forehead horizontally 

Orbicularis Oculi Frontal bone, lacrimal bone Skin around the orbit Temporal, Zygomatic Closes eyelids, blinking 

Zygomaticus Major Zygomatic bone Angle of the mouth 

(Modiolus) 

Zygomatic, Buccal Pulls the angle of the mouth up 

and out (smile) 

Orbicularis Oris Modiolus, surrounding 

muscles 

Skin and mucous 

membrane of the lips 

Buccal, Marginal 

mandibular 

Closes and protrudes lips 

(puckering) 

Buccinator Alveolar process of maxilla 

and mandible 

Angle of the mouth 

(Modiolus) 

Buccal Presses cheek against teeth, 

aids in chewing 

Depressor Anguli 

Oris (DAO) 

Oblique line of the 

mandible 

Angle of the mouth 

(Modiolus) 

Marginal mandibular Pulls the angle of the mouth 

down (frowning) 

Mentalis Incisive fossa of the 

mandible 

Skin of the chin Marginal mandibular Elevates and wrinkles the skin 

of the chin 

 

3. Facial Innervation: A Roadmap to Neurological Health and Pain Management 

Numerous medical conditions can be diagnosed and treated with an understanding of the face's innervation.  

A) Facial Nerve (CN VII): A Window to Nervous System Health 

One serious medical condition that may be a sign of infection is facial nerve paralysis (e.g. G. Bell's palsy), injury or 

growth (Myckatyn & Mackinnon, 2004). Clinically, a distinction is essential between central (brain) and peripheral 

lesions: peripheral lesions (e.g. G. Bell's Palsy (Bell's Palsy): The forehead and other half of the face are paralyzed. Central 

lesion (e.g. G. stroke: Due to bilateral innervation from the two hemispheres of the brain, the forehead is usually uninjured. 

This diagnostic indicator helps to pinpoint the neurological problem. Lagophthalmos, the inability to close the eye 

completely due to this paralysis, is a serious risk to the health of the cornea and requires immediate preventive measures, 

including the use of artificial tears and eye protection. 

Table 2: Branches of the Facial Nerve and Common Clinical Signs of Lesions 

Facial Nerve Branch Main Innervated Muscles Common Clinical Signs of Lesion 

Temporal Frontalis, superior part of Orbicularis oculi Drooping of the eyebrow, inability to wrinkle the forehead 

Zygomatic Inferior part of Orbicularis oculi, Zygomaticus 

muscles 

Inability to close the eye completely (lagophthalmos), weakness in 

smiling 

Buccal Buccinator, upper part of Orbicularis oris Food accumulation in the cheek, drooping of the upper lip 

Marginal 

Mandibular 

Muscles of the lower lip and chin Deviation of the mouth to the healthy side when smiling 

Cervical Platysma Weakness in tensing the skin of the neck 
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B) Trigeminal Nerve (CN V): Managing Pain and Sensory Health 

The trigeminal nerve is responsible for sensation of the face and its disorders may lead to serious medical problems: pain 

management: trigeminal neuralgia is a serious pain disorder which has a major impact on the quality of life of patients  

(Cruccu & Truini, 2017). Nerve blocks (injections of anaesthetic into the nerve endings at the exit point of the nerve) are 

a safe and effective method of pain management in dental and surgical procedures, improving the health and comfort of 

patients. Diagnosis: Herpes zoster ophthalmicus (shingles affecting the V1 strain) may cause serious eye complications, 

including blindness. A rash on the tip of the nose (Hutchinson's rash) is a serious warning sign that requires immediate 

eye care and should be treated by an ophthalmologist as soon as possible (Standring, 2020). 

4. The Vascular System: Pathways of Life and Critical Health Risks 

The face is rich in blood and tends to heal wounds, but it also carries certain health hazards. The area from the corners of 

the mouth to the bridge of the nose is called the hazard triangle. In this area, the veins lead directly into the cavernous 

sinus of the skull. Skin infections (such as pustules) in this area may be handled incorrectly, allowing the bacteria to 

spread to the brain and cause life-threatening emergencies. This is a crucial moment in terms of public health awareness 

and hygiene. Safety in anaesthetic procedures: With the increasing use of dermal fillers, it is important that patients are 

aware of the vascular risks. Accidental injection of the fill into an artery may lead to vascular occlusion, tissue death 

(necrosis) and in severe cases permanent blindness. The health and safety of these procedures relies on a thorough 

understanding of vascular anatomy (Beleznay et al., 2015). 

Conclusion 

In many medical specialties, the anatomy of the face is essential for health, diagnosis and treatment; it is not a subject of 

mere theoretical study. Clinicians can diagnose diseases earlier, develop more effective treatment plans, and - most 

importantly - ensure the safety of patients during surgery and surgery, if they have a comprehensive understanding of the 

structures of the disease and their clinical relevance. Obtaining control of this information is crucial for providing safer 

and more effective medical care. 

 

Limitations  

Although it provides a thorough overview, this article is not all-inclusive. Although there is substantial individual 

anatomical variation, the anatomical descriptions given reflect the most prevalent patterns, which clinicians must take 

into account in their practice. Although the main clinical conditions are outlined in this review, the pathophysiology and 

specific treatment plans for each are not thoroughly examined. Moreover, a text-based format can only fully convey the 

dynamic, three-dimensional interaction of facial structures in function and expression. 
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